
  THE SUNDAY CALLED SEXAGESIMA 
February 15 2026 

 
(Page numbers are for Western Rite Service Book and St. Ambrose Hymnal)  

 
MATINS  

        
Versicle and Response 11    Benedictus es, Domine 14 
Venite 11         Resurrection Gospel    
Psalm: 33, 93                  Kyrie  
Lesson: Genesis 6:1-13    Lord’s Prayer 
Versicle & Response*    Prayers & Benediction 
     
*V. The Lord is King and hath put on glorious apparel. 
  R. The Lord hath put on his apparel, and girded himself with strength.                                    
    

THE DIVINE LITURGY OF ST. GREGORY 
Only those Orthodox Christians who have prepared themselves may approach the Chalice for  

Holy Communion, but everyone is welcome to partake of the Holy Bread after the Liturgy. 
                                 
Hymn 309      Offertory Hymn: 179 
Preparation 82                                             Censing & Cherubic Hymn 159 
Introit       Secret 
Kyrie                           Sursum Corda 88 
Collect of the Day                          Sanctus  89 
Lesson                                                Canon of the Mass 89 
Gradual                           Lord’s Prayer and Fraction 92 
Epistle and Tract                                  Agnus Dei 93 
Sequence Hymn: 303 vs. 1 - 3 / 4, 5  Communion Hymn: 163 
Holy Gospel & Sermon                Dismissal & Blessing 95 
Nicene Creed 45                                                 Angelus 33 
The Litany                        Hymn 302 

COLLECT – O God, who seest that we put not our trust in anything that we do: mercifully grant that 
by the protection of the Doctor of the Gentiles we may be defended against all adversities. Through 
our Lord Jesus Christ, Thy Son, who liveth and reigneth with Thee in the unity of the Holy Ghost, God, 
world without end. Amen.   

LESSON Jeremiah 30:18-21  Thus says the LORD: I am going to restore the fortunes of Jacob and the 
citadel set on its rightful site. Out of them shall come thanksgiving, and the sound of merrymakers. I will make 
them many, and they shall not be few; I will make them honored, and they shall not be disdained. Their 
children shall be as of old, their congregation shall be established before me; and I will punish all who 
oppress them. Their prince shall be one of their own, their ruler shall come from their midst; I will bring him 
near, and he shall approach me, for who would otherwise dare to approach me? Says the LORD. 

EPISTLE  2 Corinthians 11: 19-33; 12: 1-9  Brethren, You gladly suffer the foolish: whereas 
yourselves are wise. For you suffer if a man bring you into bondage, if a man devour you, if a man 
take from you, if a man be lifted up, if a man strike you on the face. I speak according to dishonor, as 
if we had been weak in the past. Wherein if any man dare (I speak foolishly), I dare also. They are 
Hebrews, so am I. They are Israelites, so am I. They are the seed of Abraham, so am I. They are the 
ministers of Christ (I speak as one less wise), I am more: in many more labors, in prisons more 
frequently, in stripes above measure, in deaths often. Of the Jews five times did I receive forty stripes 
save one. Thrice was I beaten with rods, once I was stoned, thrice I suffered shipwreck, a night and a 
day I was in the depth of the sea: in journeying often, in perils of waters, in perils of robbers, in perils 
from my own nation, in perils from the Gentiles, in perils in the city, in perils in the wilderness, in perils 
in the sea, in perils from false brethren: in labor and painfulness, in much watching, in hunger and 
thirst, in fastings often, in cold and nakedness; besides those things which are without, my daily 
instance, the solicitude for all the Churches. Who is weak, and I am not weak? Who is scandalized, 
and I am not on fire? If I must needs glory, I will glory of the things that concern my infirmity. The God 
and Father of Our Lord Jesus Christ, who is blessed for ever, knoweth that I lie not. At Damascus the 
governor of the nation under Aretas the king, guarded the city of the Damascenes, to apprehend me: 
and through a window in a basket was I let down by the wall, and so escaped his hands. If I must 
glory (it is not expedient indeed) but I will come to visions and revelations of the Lord. I know a man in 
Christ above fourteen years ago, whether in the body I know not, or out of the body, I know not, God 
knoweth, such a one caught up to the third heaven. And I know such a man, whether in the body or 
out of the body, I know not, God knoweth: that he was caught up unto paradise, and heard secret 
words which it is not granted to man to utter. For such a one I will glory: but for myself I will glory 
nothing but in my infirmities. For though I should have a mind to glory, I shall not be foolish: for I will 
say the truth: but I forbear, lest any man should think of me above that which he seeth in me, or 
anything he heareth from me. And lest the greatness of the revelations should exalt me, there was 
given me a sting of my flesh, and angel of Satan, to buffet me. For which thing, thrice I besought the 
Lord that it might depart from me. And He said to me: my grace is sufficient for thee: for power is 
made perfect in infirmity. Gladly therefore will I glory in my infirmities, that the power of Christ may 
dwell in me.   

GOSPEL Luke 8: 4 – 15 At that time, when a very great multitude was gathered together and hastened out 
of the cities unto Jesus, He spoke by a similitude: The sower went out to sow his seed: and as he sowed, 
some fell by the wayside, and it was trodden down, and the fowls of the air devoured it. And other some fell 
upon a rock: and as soon as it was sprung up, it withered away, because it had no moisture. And other 
some fell among thorns, and the thorns growing up with it choked it. And other some fell upon good ground: 
and being sprung up yielded fruit a hundredfold. Saying these things, He cried out: He that hath ears to 
hear, let him hear. And His disciples asked Him what this parable might be. To whom He said: To you it is 
given to know the mystery of the kingdom of God, but to the rest in parables: that seeing they may not see, 
and hearing may not understand. Now the parable is this. The seed is the word of God. And they by the 
wayside are they that hear: then the devil cometh and taketh the word out of their heart, lest believing they 
should be saved. Now they upon the rock are they who, when they hear, receive the word with joy; and 
these have no roots: for they believe for a while, and in time of temptation they fall away. And that which fell 
away among thorns are they who have heard and, going their way, are choked with the cares and riches 
and pleasures of this life, and yield no fruit. But on the good ground are they who in a good and perfect 
heart, hearing the word, keep it, and bring forth fruit in patience.     

SECRET – May the Sacrifice offered to Thee, O Lord, ever quicken us and protect us. 
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, Thy Son, who liveth and reigneth . . .   



POST COMMUNION – We humbly beseech Thee, almighty God, to grant that they whom 
Thou dost refresh with Thy Sacraments, may worthily serve Thee by lives well-pleasing to 
Thee. Through our Lord Jesus Christ . . .  
 

CALENDAR FOR THE WEEK 
 
Wednesday, Feb 18     Saint Leo the Great: Liturgy 6pm 
Thursday, Feb 19     Jesus Prayer  7pm 
Saturday, Feb 21 Vespers 4:30pm followed by Confession 
Sunday, Feb 22                    Quinquagesima 9:45am Matins  10am Divine Liturgy 
  
FASTING DURING PRE-LENT consists of fasting & abstinence on Wednesdays & Fridays.  Fasting 
consists in the reduction of the amount of food and abstinence is refraining from meat and the juice and 
broth thereof. 

SAINT LEO THE GREAT was born in AD 400 in Tuscany, Italy. He was well-educated, but 
yearned for the spiritual life. He became a deacon and occupied an important position with St. Cyril 
of Alexandria. He became an archdeacon under Pope Sixtus III, after whose death Leo was 
unanimously elected Bishop of Rome.  These were difficult times for the Church, 
when heretics assaulted Orthodoxy with their false teachings. Leo combined pastoral attentiveness 
with uncompromising firmness in the confession of the Faith. He was in particular one of the basic 
defenders of Orthodoxy against the heresies of Eutyches and Dioscorus of Alexandria, who taught 
that there was only one nature in the Lord Jesus Christ. He was also a defender against the heresy 
of Nestorius.  He actively promoted the convening of the Fourth Ecumenical Council, at Chalcedon 
in 451, to condemn the heresy of the Monophysites.  At the Council of Chalcedon, at which 630 
bishops were present, a letter of Leo to the deceased St. Flavian, Patriarch of 
Constantinople (447-449), was read. Flavian had suffered for Orthodoxy under the Robber Council 
of Ephesus in the year 449. In the letter of Leo, the Orthodox teaching about the two natures of 
Christ, divine and human, was set forth. All the bishops present at the Council were in agreement 
with this teaching, and so the heretics Eutyches and Dioscorus were excommunicated from the 
Church.  In 452, by the persuasive power of his words, he stopped Attila the Hun from pillaging 
Italy. Again in the year 455, when the Henzerich, the leader of the Germanic tribe of Vandals, 
turned towards Rome, Leo persuaded him not to pillage the city, burn buildings, nor spill blood.  
Leo died in the year 461. His literary and theological legacy is comprised of 96 sermons and 143 
letters, of which the best known is his Epistle to St. Flavian. Feast: February 18th 
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“Never, never, never let anyone tell you that, in order to be Orthodox, you must be Eastern. The West 
was fully Orthodox for a thousand years, and her venerable liturgy is far older than any of her 
heresies.”  —St. John (Maximovitch) of San Francisco 



 
 


