THE SUNDAY CALLED SEPTUAGESIMA
February 8, 2026

(Page numbers are for Western Rite Service Book and St. Ambrose Hymnal)
MATINS

Versicle and Response 11
Venite 11

Psalm: 8, 148

Lesson: Genesis 3:1-19

Versicle and Response*
Benedictus es, Domine 14
Resurrection Gospel
Prayers & Benediction

*V. The Lord is King and hath put on glorious apparel.
R. The Lord hath put on his apparel, and girded himself with strength.

THE DIVINE LITURGY OF ST. GREGORY

Only those Orthodox Christians who have prepared themselves may approach the Chalice for
Holy Communion, but everyone is welcome to partake of the Holy Bread after the Liturgy.

Hymn 304 Offertory Hymn: 183
Preparation 82 Censing & Cherubic Hymn 159
Introit Secret

Kyrie Sursum Corda 88

Collect of the Day Sanctus 89

Lesson Canon of the Mass 89

Gradual Lord’s Prayer and Fraction 92
Epistle and Tract Agnus Dei 93

Sequence Hymn: 252vs.1/2,3
Holy Gospel & Sermon

Nicene Creed 45

The Litany

Communion Hymn: 148
Postcommunion
Dismissal & Blessing 95
Hymn 347

COLLECT - Graciously hear, we beseech Thee, O Lord, the prayers of Thy people, that we, who are
justly afflicted for our sins, may for the glory of Thy Name, be mercifully delivered. Through our Lord .

LESSON Jeremiah 30:10-17 But as for you, have no fear, my servant Jacob, says the LORD,
and do not be dismayed, O Israel; for | am going to save you from far away, and your offspring
from the land of their captivity. Jacob shall return and have quiet and ease, and no one shall
make him afraid. For | am with you, says the LORD, to save you; | will make an end of all the
nations among which | scattered you, but of you | will not make an end. | will chastise you in
just measure, and | will by no means leave you unpunished. For thus says the LORD: Your
hurt is incurable, your wound is grievous. There is no one to uphold your cause, no medicine
for your wound, no healing for you. All your lovers have forgotten you; they care nothing for
you; for | have dealt you the blow of an enemy, the punishment of a merciless foe, because

your guilt is great, because your sins are so numerous. Why do you cry out over your hurt?
Your pain is incurable. Because your guilt is great, because your sins are so numerous, | have
done these things to you. Therefore all who devour you shall be devoured, and all your foes,
everyone of them, shall go into captivity; those who plunder you shall be plundered, and all
who prey on you | will make a prey. For | will restore health to you, and your wounds | will
heal, says the LORD, because they have called you an outcast: "It is Zion; no one cares for
her!"

EPISTLE 1 Corinthians 9: 24-27; 10: 1-5 Brethren, Know you not that they that run in the
race, all run indeed, but one receiveth the prize? So run that you may obtain. And every
one that striveth for the mastery refraineth himself from all things; and they indeed that they
may receive a corruptible crown; but we an incorruptible one. | therefore so run, not as at
an uncertainty; | so fight, not as one beating the air: but | chastise my body, and bring it into
subjection: lest perhaps when | have preached to others, | myself should become a
castaway. For | would not have you ignorant, brethren, that our fathers were all under the
cloud, and all passed through the sea, and all in Moses were baptized, in the cloud and in
the sea: and did all eat the same spiritual food, and drank the same spiritual drink: (that
they drank of the spiritual rock that followed them: and the rock was Christ.) But with most
of them God was not well pleased.

GOSPEL Matthew 20: 1-16 At that time Jesus spoke to His disciples this parable: The
kingdom of God is like to a householder who went out early in the morning to hire laborers
in his vineyard. And having agreed with the laborers for a penny a day, he sent them into
his vineyard. And going out about the third hour, he saw others standing in the market
place idle, and he said to them: Go you also into my vineyard, and | will give you what shall
be just. And they went their way. And again he went out about the sixth and ninth hour: and
did in like manner. But about the eleventh hour he went out and found others standing, and
he saith to them: Why stand you here all the day idle? The say to him: Because no man
hath hired us. He saith to them: Go you also into my vineyard. And when evening was
come, the lord of the vineyard saith to his steward: Call the laborers and pay them their
hire, beginning from the last even to the first. When therefore they were come that came
about the eleventh hour, they received every man a penny. But when the first also came,
they thought that they should receive more: and they also received every man a penny.
And receiving it they murmured against the master of the house, saying: These last have
worked but one hour, and thou hast made them equal to us that have borne the burden of
the day and the heats. But he answering said to one of them: Friend, | do thee no wrong;
didst thou not agree with me for a penny? Take what is thine and go thy way: | will also give
to this last even as to thee. Or, is it not lawful for me to do what | will? Is thine eye evil,
because | am good? So shall the last be first, and the first last. For many are called, but few
chosen.

SECRET - Receive our offerings and prayers, we beseech Thee, O Lord, and both cleanse
us by these heavenly mysteries, and graciously hear us. Through our Lord Jesus Christ,
Thy Son...



POST COMMUNION - May Thy faithful people, O God, be strengthened by Thy gifts; that in
receiving them, they may seek after them the more, and in seeking them, may receive them
for ever. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, Thy Son, who liveth and reigneth with Thee

PRE-LENT FASTING consists of fasting & abstinence on Wednesdays & Fridays.

SCHEDULE OF SERVICES & MEETINGS
Wednesday, Feb 11 Liturgy 6pm
Thursday, Feb 12 Jesus Prayer 7pm

Friday, Feb 13 Women’s Group 10am
Saturday, Feb 14 Vespers & Confession 4:30pm
Sunday, Feb 15 SEXAGESIMA: Adult Class 9am Matins 9:45am Divine Liturgy 10am

THE GESIMA SUNDAYS (or Gesimatide, Pre-Lent) are the three Sundays immediately preceding Lent
in traditional Western Christian liturgical calendars. They serve as a period of preparation and
transition from the celebratory tone of Epiphanytide to the penitential season of Lent.

The Three Gesima Sundays
The names are derived from Latin ordinal numbers, indicating an approximate countdown of the
number of days until Easter Sunday.
e Septuagesima Sunday: The third Sunday before Ash Wednesday, and approximately
the seventieth day before Easter (actually 63 days).
e Sexagesima Sunday: The second Sunday before Ash Wednesday, and approximately
the sixtieth day before Easter (actually 56 days).
e Quinquagesima Sunday: The Sunday immediately before Ash Wednesday (also known as
Shrove Sunday), and approximately the fiftieth day before Easter (actually 49 days).

Liturgical Practices and Themes
Vestments: The liturgical color changes from green to violet (purple).

e Omission of Joyful Acclamations: The Gloria in excelsis and the Alleluia are omitted from the
liturgy until the Easter Vigil, creating a sense of anticipation for their return at Easter.

e Scriptural Focus: The readings during this period shift to themes of sin, the need for
redemption, and the Christian's spiritual struggle. Readings from the Old Testament books of
Genesis are featured, focusing on Creation, the Fall of Man, and the stories of figures like
Adam, Noah, and Abraham.
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